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ABSTRACT

Alina A. Zhelnovach. Social myth and its artistic epitome in the drama
of LBahri anyi (“Mori turi” ) —Qualdicationm resedrch “
paper,manuscript.

Thesis for a Candidate Degree in Philology: Specialty 10.0110Kkrainian
literature.i V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University, The Ministry of Education
and Science of Ukraine, Kharkiv, 2018.

Ukrainian emigration literature of the period the Second World War
remains armunexploredield in the national literary criticism. The artistic aesthetics
of the world view of the representatives dflystetskyi ukrainskyi rukhwas
heterogeneoustavingleft the ovietspace othesocialistrealism they, on the one
hand, sought to preserve their national figurative microcosm, and, on the othe
hand,wished fornew literary tendencies in Western European cultarst of all
the writers he emigrants had the intentida draw the attention of the wdr
community to the terrible situation of Ukrainians in the USSR, especially the
intelligentsia.

I. Bahriany is considered to bene of the mst prominent figures of the
MUR, who, along with literary activities, also engaged in political pablishing
aff ai r s . slofmthe fast eent@\0tlde author began as a poet. Because of the
artistic invective against the@giet system, the writer was immediatéhgluded in
the | ist of @ polLateriimprsbnment ofl Inghreany bezcamp e r
a pla of many of his artistic texts.

Todaythe poetry and prose of the writare studied the most. Only recently
researchers have begun to consider the drhaBahriany not only as essay®
his prose, but as independent original literary units deseavprgfound scientific
analysis.

The relevanceof the topic of the dissertation is determined by the need to

consider. Bahriany& drama as a littttnown phenomenon in the literary context
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of his era, emphasizing thmythological structureof the authods outlook.The
members of MURJenied andlebunked theaviet social mythThe observation of

Y. Sherekh about the isolation of these authors from Ukraine, and, consequently
the illusory nature of their viewabout everything that happened hexeas
particularly important for us Diaspora writers reflected not real, but virtual
Ukraine,filling their texts with political myths. The concept of MWRsformed

as a secondary modeling system built on variousthadc programs
(T.S h e v c I3 evorks,dJarainiandlklore, European and world literatur@he
abovecharacteristics weralso inherenby the artistic manner df Bahriany. This

led to the choice of the theme of dbesis

The object of the studg r e t he dr a mat, thenatigity scengy i
fRo z h r,thebmedys at i r e N HBahrenyal 0 by

The subject of the study is the artistipiteme of the social myth in the
abovementioned texts.

Scientific novelty is determined by the relevance, purpose and objectives of
the studywherethe little-known texts of the writeare considereds an original
artistic phenomemnmg which allows to determine hisle in the history of Ukrainian
it erature as a whole; the pl aaesanafyzdd r i
from the point of view ofnterpretation of social myth in the literary context of
their time; the character and figurative specifics of the use of social myth in the
artistic text, understanding of tlagloptedmotifs from it, the concepts of good and
evil, life-death, images of mlys, laughter cult@are shownn accordance with the
a u t stasks@ndaised problems.

The soci al my t hs of&(X cemturyevas3a d@ppropaate dvay4 0O
for the formation and implementatiosf the political course of the communist
party in the WBSR. It arose on the basis of classical mythology, reflecting its
ideological principles and didactic materiala different way The role of social
myth as a special communicative discourse, a secondary semiogmsysh a
suggestive characteis emplasized in our work Today suchmyth is also

associated withidtion, illusion, and falsehood. The latter characterisb€gshe
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myth became thdasis for comprehension of the social myth of theiet type.
Other features of this concept are historical ivaditon, orientation towards a
certain audience, thperiodicity of its basic concepts, relevance, manipulative
nature, formal relationship with reality, structural organization of spiritual and
social values of man.

A new literary method socialist realism, whichaviet scholars had to use,
was officially establishedit the First alunion congress of soviet writer§he
foundation of this direction was the socmy t h  of t he cn@ajessict r u
state withan d e a | s 0 cHemcekforth, histariealmaality had to be depicted
in its revolutionary development. Such artistic texts were to show positive
communist heroes, women who work @par with men and children as heirs of a
great socialist mission. Allfac hem are struggling to
Sovi et | ioptimistie, eventfe, adtivee, nétional fimrm and socialist in
contento.

Permanent physical persecution and the forced nature of socialist realis
eliminatedthe full development oUkrainian literature in the USSR he writers
had two choicesn these circumstance$o remainin the USSR adapt to new
conditions, and to adopt norms of the method of socialist realism or to emigrate
and to be able to work freely and without restricsioA certain number of them
chose the second way. Thudystetskyi ukrainskyi rukhwas createdn 1945
Members of this group completely rejected and denieddhehingsof socialist
realism. Despite the variety of proclaimed stylistic models, the artsirldview
of the representatives of MURvas based oh wo basi c concept
Agreat l iteratureo amd ali cChésieg varldh 6 s
literature was supposed to be the foundation of the first theory, folklore and
creativity of T. Shevbenko were two thenost important sources of the second
theory. I. Bahriany spoke aboutthe word as a weapon, which had to assert
national priorities on the literary front. Thesu t hpogitibnswas conditioned by

the difficult situation of Ukainian literature both in the USSR and in emigration,
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as well asby complex and ambiguous social and everyday circumstances in a
foreign country.

The members of MURchosean image of the Ukrainian people and the
Motherlandas he central reference point for their artistic texts. However, they
could not see their real condition. Therefore, the artists visualized the virtual image
of Ukraine and thus created thational mythological structuren the pages of
their texts.

The confontation and cooperation édft hei r 0 a&ultude afidathei e r
corresponding image of the national worldartistic worksin foreign countries
became actuah the situation of forced emigration. Alongside the illusory image
of Ukraine,t he pr o ceum difleestmar e1s & e plays redd atr s ¢
the dramatic conference Mainz-Kastel( Morit ur i 0 by | . Bahr i
me e byol. Kostetsky , ANOI sy mill stoneo by U
L. Kovalenko) They solve this issue at differentvéds: the conversiortio the
Gospel as a symbol of spiritual support and renewal; the distinction of the image ot
the national Messiah; the interpretation of the idea df e ¢ ® geopbliticgl 6
half-life and the spiritualbifurcation of a person, the ampt to combineand
harmonize them; overcoming the complex of national minority; search for their
own origins of being as a path to national identity.

I. Bahrianyi destroys theosiet soca | myth and f or-ms
myt ho i n t he,eprésslydepictvg the r¢allemts obthe repressions
of 1937 1939. In addition, he appeals to the Gospel as an authoritative preceden
and brings the path of theain character, Mykola Matyazland through him the
way of the whole Ukrainian people to tpkght of Jesus Christ.

In addition,the myth of Ukraine is realized in such versionea t hes au
conception: the romantic image of Ukraine of the Cossack times, the-social
communist Ukrainian SSR, the independent and modern Ukraine. The adherent c
the latest version iShturman in whose representations a metaphorical image of

Ukraine appears as a ship that is alreadyrsingtowards its independence.
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|. Bahrianyimanaged to achieve the compositional and artistic integrity of the text
despite the journalism &feparat@pisodes of the dramatic story.

I. Bahrianyiaddresses the topic of the Second World War and the situation
of the Ukrainian people bseen the two largest military countries of thimbe:
Germany and the USSR n p | aryo niidReoanfhor resorts to a symbolic
signifier of both his historical time and military events and depicts them in the
form of anativity scene Here along with serious pictures of realisybstantial
historical eventsnativity scenesacred part), theriter alsoshowscomic episodes
(everydayepisodes of nativity scepehe deception of German officers abou th
title of the family of Urbanthe search foflowers for Olga. In additionthere are
subjective interludeseflections, as well as an intede on a social themew(th
At or b e ardm@ plikdygtandfather and his gyide the plot of theplay. Such
inserts do not break the main action of thmetivity scene but emphasize the
instructive meaning of history.

A. Lyubchenkois considered as predecessor of. Bahrianyiin turning to
the form of thenativity scenenoveliVertem. Thus, thenativity scenéhas become
a convenienform for artistic view ofthe crisis historical events of the twéath
century for both writers révolutionary and pdgevolutionary yearsin
A. Lyubchenkg the SeondNorld Warin |. Bahriany); the focus of theauthors is
similar in respect othe interpretation of a woman as an image of Ukraine, of their
native land; children are the symbols of the futlberainian progress in the
wr i ttexts s 0O

I. Bahrianyi consistently develops the myth of the crucified Ukraineig h
drama. his myth is represented by Olga Urban, who expresses the aspirations o
the whole Ukrainian people n t he p | a\wignifidcArd ddathod timed
protagonist is perceived as a common victim of Ukrainians in a tragic historical
crossroads: to restrathet wo wor | do6s gr eat etlselr owmi | i
blood. The artist demonstrates the power of his compatriots in an intellectual plane

The viet context can not be overlooked whilgesking about the artistic

concept ofl. Bahrianyiin an emigre environment. h€ point of view on the events
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of the Second World Wanf O. Dovzhenko, who partially wrotas artistic texts in
accordance withhie norms ofoviet social mythologyis determining for usThus,
the differencebetween their value discourse, the motives of cultural memory and
national identityis analyzed

The carnivalized action as a mythological potevealed in the third play
fiH e n e rbyallBahrianyi. The artistic world of the texts a special mythological
system in whib the playwright denounces armbndemns the insidiousness,
selfishness and collaboration of theveet command, reinforcing the conflict the
text by comic means (irony, sarcasm, grotesqui)e author functionally brings
his playto masquerade, which epart of the carnivalthrough the structure of the
Ai nvert esaieswfdravesty@pisodes Fi gur ati ve wdspl d
characterizedvithin four artistic moda: heroig satirical, tragic and comic.

All three plays byl. Bahrianyi are united by theimythologized world
system and an identical image of the Ukrainian national hero. The genre form of
the drama of the writecan be definedsa a mo d-mma m tofithedJKragian

sufferers

Key words: social myth, socialist realism, amtiyth, Mystetskyi ukrainskyi

rukh, nativity scenemilitarism, carnival
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